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Init^ preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 

Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. ^ 

This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. □ sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

D !!^l tS °k th f des ^ n "P t ) on » cla '™ s andybr drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
andfrr sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative instructions). 

D h.wol S ^ IC I] SU » persed . e fu arH . e [ shee , ts ' but wh[ch this Authori ty considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
buppiemental Box. 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carriers)) , containina a 
sequence listing andbr tables related thereto, in computer readable form only, as Indicated in ^e Supptementll 
Box Relating to Sequence Usting (see Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions) ^uppiementaJ 
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Basis of the opinion 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. 1 Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

Description, Pages 

1-5 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1-10 as originally filed 
Drawings, Sheets 

1 £-2/2 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andfar any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


8,10 




No: 


Claims 


1-7,9 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-10 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-10 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations. (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

1 . Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 
and /or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 
see separate sheet 
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1 . The following documents are referred to in this communication: 

D1 : US-B-6 474 7041 (RATHMANN KLAUS ET AL) 5 November 2002 

D2: EP-A-0 978 609 (VALEO SECURITE HABITACLE) 9 February 2000 

D3: DE 44 05 547 A (DAIMLER BENZ AEROSPACE AG) 24 August 1 995 

D4: US-A-4 979 384 (MALESKO MICHAEL W ET AL) 25 December 1990 

D5: US-A-5 288 037 (DERRIEN MICHEL) 22 February 1 994 

2. INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 (see Fig. 1) discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this 
document): 

a locking mechanism for engaging and retaining a movable member (3), 
whereby the mechanism includes a hook member (2) mounted for angular 
displacement about a first axis such that the hook member (2) is movable into 
and out of retaining engagement with the movable member (3), a latch 
member (4) mounted for angular displacement about a second axis (5) parallel 
with the first axis, the latch member (4) having a portion thereof spaced from 
the second axis, which can be located to prevent movement of the hook 
member (2) out of retaining engagement, and first and second actuators (10, 
13) operable to rotate the latch member (4) about the second axis (5) such that 
the portion is movable to a position where it does not prevent movement of the 
hook member (2) out of retaining engagement, and whereby the second (13) 
actuator is a rotary actuator and includes a cam (8, 9) arranged for rotation 
about a third axis [mounted about the pivot 5 (or alternatively about a further 
pivot)", see col. 2, lines 34, 35] parallel to the second axis (5) and located to 
engage a part of the latch member (4). 

Consequently, the features of claim 1 are known from D1 . 

2.2 Also the locking mechanisms described in D2, D3 and D4 comprise ail the 
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features of independent claim 1, and are thus novelty destroying documents for 
claim 1 . 

3. DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-7, 9 

Dependent claims 2-7, 9 do not contain any features which, in combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty (Article 33(2) PCT), see documents D1-D4 and the 
corresponding passages cited in the search report. 

4. DEPENDENT CLAIMS 8, 1 0 

Dependent claims 8, 10 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of inventive step in the sense of Article 33(3) PCT, see especially 
document D5. 
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